
 

 

Dirty Pitch 
News from the Devils Nation 

Binghamton University Rugby Alumni Associat ion (BURAA)  

In its second year the ERC 
7s Series was held April 
18

th
, on campus at the East 

Gym Track.  The goal for the 
Club was to bring a large 7s 
event to the campus 
community.  Fortunately, a 
couple of warm sunny 
weeks help thaw and dry the 
pitch sufficiently enough to 
avoid a last minute 
cancellation due to poor 
pitch conditions.   

The field was made up of 10 
sides made up of the seven 
ERC members, with 
additional invitations to 
American East members 
Kutztown University and 
University at Buffalo, and 
Div. II Ithaca College.  AIC 
was a last minute 
cancellation.  The ERC 
series winner moved onto 
the USA Rugby 7s National 
Championships held at the 
University of Denver. 

The play on the day was the 
strongest performance for 
the Devils this season. The 
Devils finished pool play 3-1 
setting up a Plate final 
matchup against Colgate, 

which Colgate won 26-10. 
See page 5 for a complete 
table of results. 

A HUGE thank you to our 
Alumni, University, and 
Club Sports support which 
made this tourney possible.   
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Binghamton 7s Series Stops On Campus 
I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Empire Conference 15s Season Announced 
The ERC schedule has 
been released for the Fall 
15s Season. The Devils are 
scheduled for six ERC 
matches, opening with two 
away matches at USMMA 
and then Colgate.  Then a 
bye weekend for the Devils 
before a two game home 

stand against Brockport 
and Stony Brook, a short 
trip up I-81 to Syracuse and 
closing the regular season 
at home against Fordham.  
The Championship will pit 
the top two teams to decide 
the  ERC representative for 
the ACRC bowl bid. 

All times TBD.  Please come 
out and cheer on your Devils! 

9/12 – @ King’s Point 

9/19 – @ Colgate 

9/26 – Bye 

10/3 – Brockport 

10/10 – Stony Brook 

10/17 – @ Syracuse 

10/24 – Fordham 
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Bryan Shankman breaks into open space against Fordham. 

Chris Mallinson attempts to keep Fordham  out of the try zone. 



During the winter break the 
coaching staff attended 
various clinics and seminars to 
improve coaching techniques.  
Fees and travel to these 
events was sponsored by 
BURAA.  The Advisory Board 
all agreed that coaching 
development was as important 
as player development.  Head 
Coach Kevin Dublin attended 
the Bulldog Rugby 
Conference, held at Southern 
Connecticut State University.  
Presenters included Mike 
Tolkin, Head Coach, US 

BURAA Sponsor Coaching Staff  Training 
Season Training 

 

Eagles; Justin Fitzpatrick, 
Forwards Coach, US Eagles; 
Greg McWilliams, Backs Coach, 
Irish Women; Neil McMillian, 
former Ulster player. Topics 
covered included season and 
game management, attack, point 
of contact, and conditioning.   

Assistant Coaches, Dr. Micah 
Lissy, Sebastian Lacombe, and 
Brian Grills attended the US 
Rugby Level 200 coaching clinic 
in Waterford, NY.  The day was 
spent reviewing and practicing 
coaching techniques.  

Coach Mike Ramsden, attended 
the US Rugby, First Aid for 
Rugby Clinic held in Albany, NY. 

All the coaches came away from 
the clinic with valuable 
experience which will benefit the 
Club in the coming seasons. 
The coaching staff would like to 
thank all the Alumni for their 
generous support which made 
these learning opportunities 
more accessible.   

 

Binghamton 7s Series Action 

 

 

Zach Lenane drop kicks  on the restart. 
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Nick Mendez moves the ball away from the breakdown against Kutztown. 

Saturday is a Rugby Day! 

All photographs by Jeff Andresean.  
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On April 1
st
, three members 

of the Devil’s executive 
board, Chris Mallinson,   
Steve Prosperi, and Nick 
Coppola traveled to the 
Greater Binghamton Health 
Center to put on a miniature 
rugby clinic for the 
patients.  The event started 
with the Devils introducing 
the general idea of rugby to 
the patients, fielding all sorts 
of questions they had, then 
going through the basic rules 

Devils Bring Rugby to Binghamton Health Center  
of the game and showing them 
some examples.  The second 
phase, the players were able 
to go outside with the patients 
and teach them how to pass a 
rugby ball around.  The 
patients were so grateful to be 
outside as it was the first warm 
day of the year, and learning 
about rugby was a great new 
experience for them.  

Some of the patients even took 
a trip with the Health Center’s 
recreation director to the 

Binghamton 7s tournament to 
held on campus April 18

th
  

Overall it was a great 
learning experience for the 
patients, and a fun and 
rewarding time for the 
players, and Club plan to 
make it at least an annual 
occurrence. 

 

The mission of BURAA is to 
support the Devils on the 
pitch. Through the generous 
financial contributions of our 
alumni, the Club was able to 
purchase equipment to assist 
in training.     

During the first and second 
quarters, the Devils club 
leadership made two 
requests for equipment to 
augment training.  Both 
requests were under $1,000, 
therefore the Advisory Board 
was able to approve 
internally.  The first request 
was for three varying styles 
of tackle and jackal bags 
produced by Rhino Rugby.  
These bags will be a 
tremendous help in 
developing safe tackle 
technique amongst new and 
veteran team members.  The 
modern game of rugby is 
placing an even higher 

importance on the breakdown 
and ruck.  A typical match can 
see as many as a 100 
breakdowns.  Reaction and 
decision making of the 
defense at these breakdowns 
are becoming ever more 
crucial at the collegiate level.  
That point when the tackled 
player is on the ground and 
prior to a ruck forming allows 
the defensive side, hopefully 
the tackler to regain their feet 
and with their hands attempt 
to turn the ball over or draw a 
penalty by forcing the tackled 
player to hold onto the ball.  
Either way the consequences 
of winning the ball are great 
when it works, but getting it 
wrong can leave your team 
badly exposed.  Practicing the 
jackal will be a huge stride in 
the teams overall 
development, making them a 
greater threat after the tackle. 

The second request was for 
a HD video camera.  This 
camera would have a twofold 
purpose: first, it would be 
used to film practices and 
matches for review by the 
coaches and team during 
film night.  Secondly, the 
Club will be able to produce 
weekly highlights for the 
alumni.  The Club is looking 
into the logistics of live 
streaming home matches 
starting this Fall. 

To all our Alumni, the Club’s 
players and coaching staff 
are very appreciative of all 
the positive support.  Both 
groups look forward to 
further the relationship, 
continually engaging and 
driving the Club to even 
better results on and off the 
pitch. 

 

BURAA Support Devils Development   



  

Plan on joining current Devils and 
Devil Lords Young and Well Aged for 
the 2016 Alumni Weekend! 

 
May 6th & May 7th, 2016 

 
Friday: Alumni Booze and Schmooze 
@ Tom & Marty’s, 9 pm -? 
 
Saturday: Alumni Game @ pitch, 1 pm 
To be followed by Alumni Banquet. 
 
Post-match photo Alumni Weekend 2014.  
Photo by Craig Dube, B.U. Club Sports 
 

Mark Your Calendars,  
Alumni Weekend 2016 
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2015 BURAA Annual Meeting   
On Friday May 2

nd
 at 5:00 pm 

the annual BURAA meeting 
was held with the Club and  
BURAA representatives and 
Craig Dube, Director of Club 
Sports.  The meeting opened 
with Michael Gellar making a 
brief presentation on the 
history and function of 
BURAA for the benefit of new 
Club executive board 
members.   

Club members then gave a 
State of the Club presentation 
which covered the status of 
the Club’s finances,

 

  

 participation to public 
outreach and community 
service, a review of the 
Binghamton7s Tournament, 
and plans for fulfilling their 
fund raising obligations.   

An extended discussion on 
increasing the recruitment of 
new members was covered.  
This included enhancing the 
on campus engagement of 
new students; particularly 
bringing new players to 
participate in the annual 
Alumni sponsored Fall Clinic. 
The recruitment of high 
school 

school players was 
discussed.  It was agreed that 
the growing youth 
organizations was where the 
Devils need to bring in more 
players.  The five goal is to 
bring five new high school 
rugby players into the fold 
every year.   

The meeting ajourned at 
6:45.   

The Devils and Syracuse 

scrum down at midfield in 

the Carrier Dome during a 

developmental scrimmage 

in February.  Forty Devils 

traveled through a classic 

Syracuse blizzard of lake 

effect snow to play.  The 

session was split into an 

hour of 15s and two halves 

of 7s.  It was a great 

opportunity for the Club to 

get an early season run out 

in this amazing venue.  

Hopefully, more rugby in the 

Dome! 



  

Dirty Pitch 

 

Page 5 

2015 Binghamton 7s Tournament Results 
 Pool A  Pool B  
Binghamton  Syracuse  
Ithaca  Colgate  
Brockport  Buffalo  
Kutztown  USMMA  
Fordham  Stony Brook  
 

Pool Matches 
Team 1  Team 2  Winner  Team 1 Score  Team 2 Score  
Binghamton  Ithaca  Binghamton  26  19  
Syracuse  Colgate  Colgate  7  24  
Brockport  Kutztown  Kutztown  0  44  
Buffalo  USMMA  Buffalo  44  0  
Ithaca  Brockport  Brockport  15  26  
Fordham  Binghamton  Binghamton  17  22  
Colgate  Buffalo  Colgate  14  12  
Stony Brook  Syracuse  Stony Brook  24  17  
Binghamton  Kutztown  Kutztown  5  36  
Ithaca  Fordham  Fordham  0  31  
Syracuse  USMMA  Syracuse  43  5  
Colgate  Stony Brook  Stony Brook  22  24  
Ithaca  Kutztown  Kutztown  0  48  
Brockport  Fordham  Brockport  29  17  
Colgate  USMMA  Colgate  37  0  
Buffalo  Stony Brook  Stony Brook  12  28  
Binghamton  Brockport  Binghamton  36  7  
Kutztown  Fordham  Kutztown  40  0  
Syracuse  Buffalo  Syracuse  19  14  
USMMA  Stony Brook  Stony Brook  0  43  

Consolation Matches 
Ithaca  USMMA  Ithaca  41  0  
Fordham  Buffalo  Buffalo  5  27  

Bowl Final 
Brockport  Syracuse  Syracuse  12  29  

Plate Final 
Binghamton  Colgate  Colgate  10  26  

Cup Final 
Kutztown  Stony Brook  Kutztown  38  5  

 

 Binghamton 7s Final Standings (ERC Series Pts)  
1. Kutztown  

2. Stony Brook (7 pts)  

3. Colgate (6 pts)  

4. Binghamton (5 pts)  

5. Syracuse (4 pts)  

6. Brockport (3 pts)  

7. Buffalo  

8. Fordham (2 pts)  

9. Ithaca  

10. USSMA (1 pt)  
 

 2015 Empire 7s Final Standings  
1. Stony Brook – 21 pts  

2. Colgate – 18 pts  

3. Fordham – 11 pts  

4. Syracuse – 11 pts  

5. Binghamton – 9 pts  

6. Brockport – 6 pts  

7. USMMA – 4 pts  
 



 

Have an idea for a story or 
new item?  Email the Editor at 
bgrills@binghamton.edu 

Join BURAA in support of Devils Rugby.  Please consider making an online tax-
deductible donation at: http://www.giving.binghamton.edu/giving/. 

Step by step instructions to donate online: 

1. Navigate to the Binghamton University Foundation website Giving Page at 
http://www.giving.binghamton.edu/giving/. 

2. In the “Gift Information” section 

a. Select the radio button for “Gift” 

b. In the “Account” drop-down select the option for “Other, please 
specify” 

c. In the “Amount” field enter the amount donating 

d. In the “If other, please specify” field enter “Men’s Rugby Club Acct. 
#10547 

3. Complete the “Personal Information” section and the “Payment Details” 
sections, which are self-explanatory. 

4. Press the “Continue” button to review your gift details. 

5. Press the “Submit” button. 

For accounting please email your donation receipt or any questions to Michael 
Geller at michael_geller@hotmail.com. 

 

Support Your Club, Donate to BURAA! 

AFD 
 

BURAA was founded in 2011 with the vision of uniting the BU Rugby Alumni into a 
single, structured organization for the benefit of the BU Rugby community, past, 
present, and future.  BURAA is here to ensure the long-term financial stability 
necessary in the development of the Binghamton Devils as a top-tiered collegiate 
rugby program.  We also support the development of an alumni network to reconnect 
old teammates, forge new bonds, and open opportunities for our members. 

 

If you have any questions, comments, or ideas the BURAA Advisory Board is here for 
our alumni.  Email BURAA at buraa_advisory_board@yahoo.groups.com. 

We thank you for your continued support of Devils Rugby. 

 

BURAA Advisory Board: 

Michael Geller 

Lee Nesser 

Kevin Gerrity 

Dan Weinberger 

Brian Grills 

B.U.R.F.C. is online! 

www.binghamtonrugby.com 

Follow the Devils this season 

on Facebook and Twitter. 
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Delano “The One-Time-

Only” voice of the 

Devils! 

http://www.giving.binghamton.edu/giving/
http://www.giving.binghamton.edu/giving/
mailto:michael_geller@hotmail.com
mailto:buraa_advisory_board@yahoo.groups.com
http://www.binghamtonrugby.com/

